
Psalm 127:3-5
Children are a gift from the Lord; 
they are a reward from him. Children 
born to a young man are like sharp 
arrows in a warrior’s hands. How 
happy is the man whose quiver is 
full of them!

Hebrews 8:12
I will forgive their wrongdoings, and 
I will never again remember their 
sins.

Psalm 130:3
Lord, if you kept a record of our 
sins, who could ever survive?

1 Corinthians 13:4-5
Love is patient, love is kind . . . 
It is not proud . . . It is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. 

1 Peter 4:8
Continue to show deep love for 
each other, for love covers a 
multitude of sins. 

Romans 3:24
God, in his grace, declares us not 
guilty. He has done this through 
Christ Jesus, who has freed us by 
taking away our sins.

2 Corinthians 12:9
My grace is all you need. My power 
is made perfect in your weakness.

Ephesians 2:8
You have been saved by grace 
through faith, not by works, so you 
can’t take credit for it. It’s a gift from 
God.
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NOTES

2 Samuel 14:29-30
1 John 4:7, 9-10

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE

KEY SCRIPTURE

DO  YOU LOVE ME?

JA SON STR AND



EVERY CHILD HAS TWO PRIMARY NEEDS: LOVE AND 
LIMITS. They want to know that they are loved no matter what and 
that they can’t get whatever they want when they want it. This balance 
means showing over-the-top, unconditional love while, at the same time 
setting up limits that will raise a responsible man or woman of God. So, 
whether you’re a parent, a nanny, an aunt, uncle or grandparent, you can 
strive to put this balance into practice with the kids in your life.
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Are you better at love or limits in your relationships? Talk about your 

family background–did you grow up in a house that was better at one 
than the other? How has that affected your outlook as an adult? 

 
2. Read Hebrews 12:6. Looking back at your own life, can you think of 

an example of how, at the time, discipline seemed unpleasant to you 
but now, as an adult, you see how it was beneficial?

 
3. Jason talked about three practical steps to discipline a child with love: 

take a step back instead of forward, have a phrase (i.e., Lord, give 
me wisdom. I love this kid.), and ask yourself, “What does this child 
need right now?” These steps also happen to be great when facing 
confrontation with people of any age. Which one of these do you 
need to work on when facing a frustrating situation, and why? What is 
a phrase that you can use when your blood pressure starts to rise?

 
4. God wants us to instruct kids in what we want them to do, not just 

what we don’t. What is one area your child needs instruction in? It 
could be lying, hitting their sibling, yelling, violating curfew, etc. Take 
time this week to decide what the consequence will be if they violate 
that instruction.

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
Share a way that you guard your child’s heart on Facebook, Twitter or 
Instagram using #ItTakesAVillage.  
 

COMMIT TO MEMORY
If you need wisdom, ask God. James 1:3
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AS KIDS GET OLDER IT’S NOT JUST ANOTHER LECTURE 
THAT THEY NEED, ANOTHER “DON’T DO THAT.” What they 
really need is a parent who can reach their heart. Author Ray Johnston 
says, “As kids grow older we have to become better at reaching their 
heart than filling their head.” We need to learn to open up in a way that 
will let them know they are loved unconditionally.
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. Read Psalm 127:3-5. Jason talked about three things that you do 

with an arrow–aim it (give it direction), pull back the string (prepare 
it) and release it (let it go). What stage of parenting are you currently 
in? What advice can you offer to other parents from a stage you’ve 
already gone through? 

 
2. The right question at the right time is the key to opening your kid’s 

heart. Children who feel loved have parents who give them three 
things: attention, grace and unconditional love. Out of these three, 
which one are you the best at and which area can you grow in?

 
3. Do your kids or grandkids have your attention? Or are they always 

competing with your work, your hobby or your phone? What might 
you need to eliminate in your life in order to be able to give them 
more attention?

 
4. Read Hebrews 8:12 and 1 Corinthians 13:4-5. Growing up, did 

you have grace and unconditional love from your parents or did 
you have to earn it? How does that affect the way you show love to 
others today? How does the example of Jesus help us give grace and 
unconditional love?

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION
How have you seen unconditional love modeled? Share about it on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram using #ItTakesAVillage.  
 

COMMIT TO MEMORY
“Continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude     
of sins.” 1 Peter 4:8
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